After the war he studied medicine in Marburg, graduating in 1951. Parallel to his studies he qualified as a prosthetist/orthotist. After gaining the first position at the Max-Planck-Institute in Dortmund and his doctorate, he was then well prepared to devote himself to orthopaedic technology. From 1953 onwards he worked in Kiel with Prof. Dr. med. Oskar Hepp and two years later with him in Minister. He qualified in 1965 in the field of orthopaedic technology, and became director of orthopaedic research study and the school for physically handicapped persons. In 1967, he became an associate professor. The culmination of his academic career was in 1973 when he was appointed professor, taking over the first chair for Orthopaedic Technology and Rehabilitation in the Federal Republic of Germany, and managing the department of the same name. The emphasis was on the provision of artificial limbs for amputees and the development of technical aids for handicapped persons. The use of patellar-tendon bearing technology (or "Kondylen-Bettung Minister" known as "KBM") has thus long become common property.
